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CEYLON MISSION, 
From the Panoplist. 


Letter from the Missionaries in Ceylon 
to the Corresponding Secretary of A. 
B. C. F. M. dated Juffna, Nov. 13, 
1319. 


Rev. axnp Dear Srr—Qur last joint 
letter to you, under dat» of July 20th, 
was seut to America by way of Calcutta, 
aduplicate of which, with a postscript of 
Sept. 3 was forwarded by way of Bom- 
hay. From that letter, and from some 
extracts from the journal kept at Batti- 
cotta, which was sent on the 16th of 
Sept. you will learn the prosperous and 
the adverse circumstances which have 
‘attended our mission. 

You will perceive, that while we were 
mouraing the loss of a departed brother, 
and were loudly called in the mysteri- 
ous course of divine Providence to pre- 
pare our minds to bid a final adieu to an- 
ther, the hand of our God was laid 
more grievously upon us by visiting a 
third with the same sickness which had 
been the principal instrument of our af- 
fictions. You will observe, that while 
our hopes concerning the arrival of wew 
missionaries, and the consequent exten- 
sion Of our missionary plans, had been, 
and still are, long deferred, there appear- 
eda strong probability that the i impor- 
tant concerns of both of our stations 
would devolve upon a single brother, or 
pass, in some degree, into the hands of 
other missionaries. From these com- 
munications, you will also learn, that in 
the midst of our grief it pleased the Lord, 
in his boundless grace and mercy, to vis- 
itus with some special tokens of his lov- 
ing kindness, by widely opening the door 
of usefulness among the natives, and by 
the hopeful conversion of a few souls, 
“rough the instrumentality of our exer- 
ions. ‘To the praise of his grace be it 
corded, that amid the most gloomy ap- 
btebensions, respecting what might be 


the result of our mission, we could truly 
rejoice in the belief, that the great Head 
of missions, to whom the heathen have 
been given for an mheritance, would in 
the best time, and by the fittest instru- 
ments, cause this people to bow to the 
sceptre of his grace. 

Since those communications were for- 
warded to you, there have been some 
pleasing alterations in our affairs, which 
affect the present state and future pros- 
pects of the mission. Brother Richards, 
who at the date of our last letter was vis- 
ited with what are usually the last symp- 
toms of his disease, has gradually from 
month to month, (for the change was 
scarcely perceptible i in a shorter peried, ) 
been gaining in health, and strength. 
Though we have little or no reason to in- 
dulge ‘the hope of his being restored to 
health, we rejoice to s ‘y, that he is now 
able to sit up most of the day, can walk 
half a mile at one time, and is exercised 
with but little pain. Consequently, he 
is able to assist in the mission, not 
only by his counsel and advice as a mis- 
sionary and physician, but by visiting al- 
most daily some schools connected with 
this siation. Though he can speak only 
iu a whisper, by the assistance of an in- 
terpreter he is able to direct the heathen 

to the Saviour of sinners. 

Brother Poor, at the date abovemen- 
tioned, was about to take a short voyage 
to the south east part of the island forthe 
benefit of his health. He was absext 16 
days. No immediate amendment was 
perceived from the voyage. In the 
course of a few weeks, however, he be- 
came so much better as to be able to at- 
tend to the principal duties of his station, 
though he has been obliged to deviate in 
some respects from that couse which he 
would have pursued, if his health had 
been good. By these favourable circum- 
stances respecting the two brethren, to- 
gether with the confident hope and he- 
lief that the Prudential Committee have 
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already sent otliers to our assistane?, our 
minds are ina yood degree relieved from 
the unpleasant apprehensions, that our 
mission would sufier essential injury be- 
fore new missionaries would arrive to 
enter into our labours. 

Since the date of our last letter we 
have recieved to our communion Gabriel 
Tissera and Nicholas Paramanuadu,who 
have served usin the mission as inter- 
preters. ‘They appear to us to give de- 
cisive evidence of saving conversion, 
and to manifest a becoming zeal for the 
honour of Christ and for the salvation of 
the heathen. By their being thus closely 
united with us at this time, we feel much 
strenethened and encouraged im our 
work, They are now valuable assistants 
to us, and we have reason to believe, 
that they will render important service 
to our mission and become lasting bles- 
sings tothe heathen. At each of our 
stations are several persons who give 
pleasing evidences of faith in Christ, and 
will probably ere long be admitted to our 
Church. ‘T'wo of the persons here re- 
ferred to are members of our boarding 
schools. We notice also with much 
pleasure, that there is an unusual degree 
of seriousness upon the minds of several 
other boys who are under our instruc- 
tions. We feel that we are at this time 
in a special manner called upon by the 
providences of God towards us to hum- 
ble ourselves before him, on account of 
our past deficiencies imhis service, and 


to redouble our diligence, in the use of 


the means of grace, that we may be pre- 
pared to experience what we would ever 
consider the greatest of all blessings, viz. 
a special out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. 
We do hope thatthe A merican Churches, 
especially on the first Monday in the 
month, unite their supplications with 
ours for such manifestations of divine 
grace among this heathen people. 
Immediately on our coming to reside 
among the heathen, out minds were for- 
cibly impressed witlr the desirableness 
and importance of Charity Boarding 
Schools. The two principal objects 
which we thought to secure by them 
were, first that we should have boys for 
@ long time under our instruction, and 


seeondy,'that they sheuld pursue their 


studies free trom those interruptions and 
restraints, which the system of idolatry 
imposes on all who are under its imme. 
diate influence. 

An experiment on this subject was 
first made at ‘Tiilipally. The brethyen 
there conversed much with the people a. 
round them on the subject, and told them, 
it was their intention, at some future time 
when it was convenient, to support and 
educate some boys gratuitously on ovr 
premises. It was more thana yearhow.- 
ever, before they thought it safe directly 
to ofler to take any one. For it wasthe 
general impression, that the Church and 
its premises were the abodes of devils; 
and that it would be a great sin and dis- 
grace for any one to eat on land belong. 
ing to Christians, or to drink water from 


our vessel. By much conversation and 


free intercourse with both parents and 
children, their prejudices were gradually 
diminished. At a favorable time, after 
some parcuts had expressed a_willing- 
ness to give up their children, brother 
Poor gave notice, (brother Warren hav- 
ing at that time left the station,) that he 
was ready to receive a few boys, who 
micht apply to him if they were poor 
boys—such as had made good progress 
in study, and whose parents were willing 
to sign a written agreeme:t specifying on 
what conditions the children were taken. 
This proposal produced much excite- 
ment among the children and people. 
Several, of whom he had the strongest 
hopes, drew back and refused, from re- 
livious scruples, to commit their children 
to his care, and there was much reason 
to fear, that the plan would be eutirely 
frustrated. At length four boys who 
belonged to the same family circle were 
given up by their friends; and immedi- 
atley after two others. ‘To quiet the 
fears of their parents brother P. promis- 
ed, that their children should be required 
to eat nothing contrary to their cast; that 
they should have a seperate cook, cook- 
room and dwelling-house,upon the prem- 
ises, and that their* water should be 
brought from a heathen’s well. He iv 
sisted only, that the boys should remaia 
coustantly with him, excepting that they 
should have occasional permissions to g° 
home, and tliat tuey should learn such 
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things as he might think it proper to 
teach them. 

‘Thus the principle objects of a board- 
ing school abovementioned were. fully 
sectued. The principal motive which 
induced the frieads of those six boys to 
part with their children, was, we doubt 
not, that they might be freed from the 
trouble and expense of supporting them. 
They also had a vague impression that 
our favour would be advantageous to 
them. ‘These boys, for about three 
mouths were the objects of much ridi- 
cule, reproach, and envy, without any 
addition to their number. ‘The number 
of boys at that station has gradually in- 
creased to 30; and as many more niight 
have been taken, had it been thought ex- 
pedient. They have now no hesitation 
in using the waterat the station. A part 
of their food, when itis convenient,is pre- 
pared at the family’s cook room, and 
other similar changes have taken place, 
but without any interference on out part. 
such things as they now do voluntarily 
had been insisted on as necessary, before 
boys could be supported by us we should 
probably have been without a boarding 
school till the present time. Parents do 
not now, when they come to offer their 
children, even make an ingniry or re- 
quest on the subject of our indulging their 
heathen prejudices. ‘Their usual plea 
is, that they bring a poer boy or an or- 
phan, and they beg that we would sup- 
port him. 

Seeing the operation of the experi- 
ment at Tillipally, brother Meigs did not 
hesitate so far to comply with the preju- 
dices of the heathen at Batticotta, as to 
build a cook-house upon a piece of land 
owned by a heathen, which adjoined 
the Church premises. This measure 
did not interfere with any important ob- 
ject which we hope to gain by a boarding 
school. He probably could purchase 
that land now for a few rix-dollars, with- 
out giving the least offence. 

We consider it to be our duty to yield 
%0 far to the prejudices ef this people 
as is necessary in order to make known 
fo them, in the most favorable circum- 
stances, the Gospel of Christ,—provided 
eur concessions do not imply any thing 


which is morally wrong. Such is the 
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dark, ignorant state of their mitids, that 
they are altogether more tenatious of 
their external rites and ceremonies, than 
of their sentiments on moral subjects ; 
and judging from the conversation of 
many, they appear to think, that they 
would have no great objection against 
receiving the Christian religion into theit 
hearts, provided they should not be ua- 
der the necessity of changing their exter- 
nal conduct. 

On the whole, respecting our boarding 
schools we have much pleasure, alier 
two years of experience, in assuring the 
Prudential Committee, that our warmest 
expectations have thus far been fully real- 
ized; that we‘now experience important 
advantages which we did not anticipate ; 
that we do not realize those difficulties, 
and impediments to improvement, which 
we expected would arise from the cir- 
cumstance of our taking the children of 
idolaters ; but on the contrary, we do no 
see how we should materially alter our 
plan of instruction, or our course of 
conduct, in case che same number of 
children be longing to Christian parents 
should be committed to our care. Judg- 
ing from what we already experience, | 
and what we may with confidence anti- 
cipate, we consider our boarding school 
as holding the second place in the sys- 
tem of means, which are to be used for 
the conversion of this people ; —as second 
only to the stated preaching of the Gos- 
pel. You, Dear Sir, can readily esti- 
mate the probable advantages to the 
cause of Christianity, from the Chris- 
tian education of 50 youth on heathen 
ground, in circumstances which almost 
entirely free them from the baneful in- 
fluence of idolatry. Our bearding schools 
are giving shape to all the other schools 
connected with our stations. ‘The pros 
gress whichour boys have made has be- 
come a powerlul stimulus to many who 
attend our day schools. Several boys 
of the first families around us, whose 
parents would not permit them to eat on 
land occupied by Chrisitans, spend most 
of their time day and night upon our 
premises, that they may enjoy equal ad- 
vantages, and make equal progrese with 
our bearders 


(Te be concluded.) 
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PALESTINE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter of the Rev. Messrs. 
Fisk and Parsons io the Cor. Sec. of 
the A. B.C. F.M. 


Smyrna, Feb. 8, 1820. 

Our plans for the year are hardly ma- 
tured. On the voyage some time was 
spent in studying Italian. With the 
help of a master one hour in the day, 
we are now pursuing it. The next ob- 
ject, as it respects languages, will be the 
Modern Greek, then probably the Ara- 
bic, or possibly the Turkish. It is one 
thing to learn a language so as to sit 
down, and with the help of dictionaries 
read a well written book. It is quite 
another thing to learn a language so as 
to read it, speak it, write it, and undey- 
stand it when spoken rapidly, and per- 
haps very indistinctly and very imper- 
fectly. 

We have cast our eyes on a vast mis- 
sionary field, but have heard of few la- 
bourers. In all- the populous Catholic 
and Mahomedan countries on the north 

and south sides of the Mediterranean 
there is vot a single Protestant missiona- 
ry; inthe numerous islands of that sea 
only three :~Rev. Wm. Jowett, station- 
ed at Malta,—Rev. Isaac Lowndes, at 
Zaute—Reyv. S. S. Wilson, now at Mal- 
ta, hut destined to one of the Tonian Isl- 
ands, In all the Turkish empire, con- 
taining perhaps 20,000,000 of souls, 
uot one missionary station permanently 


occupied, and but a single missionary 


beside ourselves. The Rev. James 
Connor has been some time at Constan- 
tinople. He is now ona tour through 
Candia, Cyprus, Syria, and probably 
Armenia, which will occupy his time for 
a year or two, It is likely he will be 
fixed at'Constantinople. Thetravels and 
labours of these men have shown, better 
than a thousand arguments could show, 
the practicability of missionary labour 
and research in all these countries.— 
From them, and others who have wit- 
nessed their operations, we receive noth- 
ing but encouragement. 

But to all missionary operations in this 
eountry there are two objections, which 
potens will be considered formidable. 
The prevalence of the plague. 







This scourge of nations sometimes cuts 
down thousands in a short time. In 
1814, it is said 40,000 or more died of jt 
ina few months, in Smyrna. For some 
time past it has raged dreadfully at Con- 
stantinople. Hundreds, some reports 
say thousands, have died daily. It has 
now abated. Several cases have occurred 
since our arrival here, and serious appre- 
hensions are entertained in regard to the 
approaching spring. ‘That such a con- 
tagious disease should spread rapidly a. 
mong Turks, will not seem strange to 
those’ who know how it is to be viewed, 
Mahomedans are fatalists in theory, and 
probably are influenced more in practice 
by their theory, than any other class of 
men who ever lived. Hence they view 
the most dreadful ravages of the plague 
wit h extreme apathy and steical indifler- 
ence. Nor do they hesitate at all to 
wear the aparel of those who die with 
it. Indeed they are said to consider it 
an high honour and peculiar privilege to 
be summoned to Paradise by this mes- 
senger. ‘This fact is strikingly illustrat- 
ed by an anecdote related to us the oth- 
er day by a respectable English physi- 
cian of this city. Nine Mahomedans 
were together. The plague was intro- 
duced among them, and only one surviv- 
ed. When the circumstance of his es: 
cape was afterwards mentioned, he said 
he supposed the Almighty and he were 
not then on good terms, but that he was 
not without hopes of going yet in the 
same way. 

But alarming as the subject may ap 
pear in this aspect, there is another view 
to be taken, which may, in a great meas- 
ure, yelieve our apprehensions. Europ 
eans, whe reside in the city use precau- 
tions ; and as the plague is communica- 

ted not by infected air, but by contact, 
they almost invariably escape. And ex- 
cepting. the plague, we are assured by 
all of whom we enquire, that the city and 
the surrounding country are uncommor- 
ly healthy. A few days ago a man di- 

ed above a hundred years old. Aged 
men are numerous, and the people gen- 
erally healthy and rebust. On the 
whele, we do not see more reason to ap- 
prehend danger from the plague here 
than from the fever in the southern-state, 
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of our country. Perhaps a missionary 
‘9 New-England is in as much danger of 
consumption, as he would be of the 
plague in Asia Minor, Merchants come 
with their families, and reside here at all 
times of the year. Let not thea the 
servants of God be afraid. 

2. The nature of the Turkish gov- 
ernment may be considered unfavoura- 
ble to Christian missions.—Once Ma- 
homedans were engaged in dissemina- 
jing their religion by the sword. Then 
conversion or death was the only alterna- 
tive offered to those under their power. 
Now death is the penalty of ajostasy 
from their religion, but almost no efforts 
are made to induce others to embrace it. 
Probably half or nearly half the people 
in Turkey are nominully C histians, and 
though deeply immersed in ignorance 
and superstition, they still enjoy their 
religious opinions and ceremonies. All 
who are not Mahomedans are allowed to 
change their religion as they please, and 
to make what eflorts they please to con- 
vert each other. ‘he gevernment ne- 
ver interferes. Merchants from all coun- 
tries reside in Smyrna, hold property, 
and enjoy their political and religtous 
opinions and practices. There are at 
least 6 or,8 foreign consuls in the city, 
who afford protection to the people of 
their respective countries, and decide a'l 
differences among them, and betweea 
them and the Smyrneans, according to 
the laws of-civilized nations. Astoany 
molestation from government, we feel 
almost as safe as we should in Boston. 
Should a Christian mission acquire con- 
siderable influence, it may attract notice: 
nor is it easy to predict what would be 
the consequences. 
we can discover, this objection seems to 
have very little weight. As much sate- 

ty and liberty will be enjoyed at Smyrna, 
as can be rationally expected. We hear 
of no instance in which ‘Turks have mo- 
lested a Christian merely on account of 
his religion. ‘There is reason to believe, 
that American Missionaries will enjoy 
as much safety as merchants and ghar 
christians who reside here and think of 
ho danger. , 

Yesterday Mr. Williamson came to 

our room and united with ys in the 


So far, however, as | 
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Monthly Concert. This was probably 
the first time it was ever observed in 
‘Turkey. It was a pleasant season. 
There is to be a meeting of the Smyr- 
na Bisle Society soon; after which we 
shall write again by a vessel from Boston 
now in the harbour, Should. missiona- 
ries. come to Smyrna, it is desirable that 
they should be furnished with money for 
distributing Bibles, and for schools. 


Letter from the Rev, William Jowet to 


the Rev. Dr. Worcester, dated Malta, 
Jan. 5, 182 


Rev. AND Diels Sir—I have just 
closed a short paper of * Hints” which I 
hope may be of some use to the Rey. 
Messrs. Parsons and Fisk, whom you 
did me the honour to introduce to me. 
I only lament that, not having myself 
travelled in Palestine, I am unable to 
enter so much ito detail as might be 
advantageous to them; I have aimed, 
however, when I could not give them 
clear directions, at saying nothing which 
might lead them wrong, for the rest, their, 
own good sense will supply what was 
wanting in iy information. 

I can assure yourself and the Board 
in America, that it has afforded us in 
Malta no small maiter of exultation to 
behold new labourers—and from so dis- 
tant a portion of the globe-——coming in 
“swilt ships” to take their station in 
due time near or in that City, which shali 
yet become a praise inthe earth. Jeru- 
salem will no longer be called the forsa- 
ken City. ‘The ‘day of malediction is 
quickly passing away, during which lit- 
erally no right-minded Christian man 
turned aside to ask her, Hlow doest.thou ? 
You have sent two who are, | trust, mea 
of an excellent spirit; and more we 
hear are yet to come. You will stir 

Englaud toa holy emulation, as pro- 
bably you will acknowledge, England 
stirred up you. 

The Quarantine has proved an inter- 
ruption to our free communication, but 
I have seen much of these gentlemen 
notwithstanding; as also the Rev. Mir. 
Wilson, Dr. Naudi, and others to whom 
they have been introduced. | must 
mention what seems to me greatly to 
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their credit, that when certain advanta- 
ges, likely to result from stopping here 
in Malta 2 or 5 months, were pointed 
out to them,- and appeared to have 
weight; yet they showed an honourable 
delicacy as to deviating from the In- 
structions of their Patrons, and dec lined 
changing their plan, I think principally 
from a fear of hurting the spirit of their 
countryen by an appearance of versa- 
tility. [am induced to augur well from 
their stedfastness. 

Tam much obliged to you for the 
present of your American publications, 
and wish exceedingly that I knew hew 
to correspond and interchange things of 
this kind more directly. 1 shall write, 
however, on the subject to Mr. Pratt, 
Secretary to the Church Missionary So- 
ciety. 

1 unite with you in prayer, that these 
our labours may not be in vain in thé 
Lord, and that while we endeavour to 
bless others, we may likewise ourselves 
be blessed indeed. Iremain, Dear Sir, 
very sincerely and respectially, 

Yours, Wituram Jowerv. 





WESTERN AFRICA, 
REGENTS TOWN, 
(SIERRA LEONE ) 

Tn our preceaing volumes, we have given 
many interesting particolars respecting ihe 
colony of liberated Negroes at Sierra Leone. 
Since we have commenced an esiablishment 
in the same country, which isto be composed 
of the same materials, every thing that relates 
to their prosperity will be iateresting. lu the 
following extracts from Journals which we 
copy from the Missionary Kegisier, the ma- 
live dialect is preserved. a's method has 
been obj: cted to by some, bat it would be dif. 
ficalt to alter the manner of expression with- 
out destroying much of the honest simplicity of 
the speaker. We think it becomes more in- 
teresting when we bear a negro er an Indian 
ora Hotlentot, deseribing in their own broken 
language the operations of their wicked hearts, 
or trying to tell what God has done tur their 
souls It is a proof that they are tauglit of the 
Spirit, instead of learning by wrote the lan- 
guage of others 

We wish our readers as they peruse these 
short sketeles, would coutemplate the com- 
parative happiness of several thousands of 
these rational intelligent beings, see what 
their state is, and what it once was, or what 
it would have been By Christian benevo- 
lesxwe many of them are lwice redeemed Tak- 
en from the holds of slave ships or snatch- 


ed from perpetual slavery, where they weuld 


doubtless have lived and died tn ignorance 
without ever being told they bad souts; and 
perhaps denied by taw the privilege of learn. 
ing to read the Bible. We now behold a wei 


organized community exercising the rights of 


lreemen, enjoying the means of grace, and 

What is still more, many of them rejoicing ig 

the love of God shed abroad in their hearts, 

Lager Aliendance of Negrovs on Pub- 
lic Worship. 

On one occasion, Mr. Johnson writes— 

The Chief Justice, the Acting Gover. 
nor (the Governor being absent at the 
Gambia, Messrs. Mills and Burgess, 
American Missionaries, and several Of. 
ficers of the African Corps, with other 
Gentlemen of Freetown, came this 
morning to Divine Service. The Church 
was quite full. ‘There were 1100 or 
120 people present. ‘The Missionaries 
were much delighted at the sizht of so 
many black men and women, eager to 
hear the Word of God. One said that 
nothing less than a miracle had been 
wrought at this place, 

The heavy rains made little difference ia 
the attendance ot the people. 

On Sunday, July the 12th, the rain 
came down, the most part of the day, in 
torrents; and we consequently expected 
but few hearers. Before, however, I had 
read the exhcrtation, we had the great 
pleasure of seeing the Church full, I 
could not help feeling for the females, 
whe were all neatiy dressed, but wet 
through. Jn the after.oon and evening, 
we had the Church nearly full again. 

O: a subseqeut Sunday Mr Johason says— 

This day has been the most unfaveur- 
able which we have had this rainy sea- 
son. It blew very harJ, and the water 
descended in torrents allthe day. At 
Divine Service in the morning, the 
Church was nearly full. In the after- 
noon, during Service, the brook had risen 
so high, that the water had flowed over 
the bridge, and the people had to: wade 
through for a consid: rable distance. lo 
sume places it reached nerly to tieir 
arms blessed be God, who always fills 
his House of Prayer here! Whether it 
rains, or whether it is fair, we are always 
crowded, 

Oi the first Sunday in September it is said— 

Divine Service at half past ten o’clock. 
The first seats were filled at hali past 
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sine. Deing a fine day, we were com- 
pletely crowded; as, on fine days, we 
have generally ‘strangers from other 
owns. ‘he vestry, the stairs of the 
saliery, the tower, and the windows, 
were all full, Some of the seats which 
were fixed in the passages broke down, 
being over-burdened. When’l entered 
ihe Church and saw the multitudes, | 
could hardly refrain myself, for my heart 
was full. 

On the view of such congregations, Mr. 
Jobason says— 

May. we give ali the praise to that 
Redeemer, who indeed coutinues to do 
great thiugs for us! May Africa soon 
stretch forth ler hands to God, in every 
town and village! Blessed be lis holy 
name, the promise is already fulfilling ! 
What a happy period is that in which 
we live! W hat do not our ears hear and 
our eyes see! Have not many Prophets 
and righteous men desired to see those 
things which we see, but have not seen 
them ; and to hear those things which 
we hear, and have not heard them ? 


Affection of the Negroes to their Min. 
ister. 

Qn the Sunday after the death of the late 
Chaplain, the Rev. Mr Garnon, the Governor 
wished Mr. Johnson to preach in Freetown, 
He writes on the Saturday— 

When my people heard that I was 
yoing again to freetown, the place was 
inan uproar. Htold them that I would 
return in‘the afternoon, and administer 
the Lord’s Supper, and also preach to 
them. ‘This would not satisfy them. 
They said,that as Mr. Garnon was dead, 
they were afraid that I would stay in 
Freetown, and leave them. I assured 
them that I would nat leave them. ‘They 
answered, that if I stayed at Freetown, 
they would follow me. ‘The Governor 
came down from his house: several went 
to meet him, to tell him that [ should 
not go. I received also # note from one, 
in which was written—* Mr. Johnson, 
if you go, we all follow you.” I told the 
Governor, who persuaded and assured 
them, that | should come back ‘They 
said, that if I did not come to-moriow, 
they would come and fetch me on Mon- 


pay. 


Western Africa, Sierra Leone 





et) 
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Mr. Johnson returned to them, however, for 
the Evening Service; on which occasion he 
writes— 

I improved the death of our friends, 
from Heb. ix. 27. ‘The Church wasfull. 
The whole congregation appeared to 
draw, as.it were, every word from my 
lips. Whiata blessing it is to have at- 
tentive hearers! I believe more now 
than ever I did, that God has much peo- 
ple among the Liberated Negroes. 


Increasing Influence of Religion. 

The affection of the Negrees to their Minis- 
ter is grounded op the benetits, which they 
feel that God has been pleased to make him 
the instrumeut of conveying to them 

‘Lhe light of (he Gospel has shewa them the 
folly of their former superstitions On the 10th 
of September, Mr. Johnson writes— 

Yesterday, when the Shingle-makers 
went to work, they met a man from 
Cockle Bay, who offered Gre grees for 

sale. The ‘'y brought the man to me, 

and apps ared yery much against the 
poor fellow. I tok: dthem that they had 
themselves been ia the same state, and 
that they had reason to pity the man 
more than to despise him, and that our - 
Saviour had not taught us to enforce Rée- 
ligion with the sword. I told the man 
that it would be better for hiat not to 
come to Regent’s Town again to sell 
Gregrees, as he would always make a 
very bad market. About an heur after, 
a whole box full ef Gregrees was brought 
in, some of which were very curious, such 
as I never saw before. The Girls and 
Boys committed them to the flames, 
with great joy and acclamations. 

Sach numbers manifested a desire to be bap- 
tized, that Mr Johnson states— 

This desire becomes now so general 
that I am afraid the Enemy is about to 
sow tares among the wheat. Iam ata 
loss how to act. J can scarcely believe, 
at present, that all is real; ihe number 
is so great: and yet when I come to ex- 
amine them individually, 1 must keep 
silence; for their language and conduct 
are wholly changed. May the Holy 
Spirit direct me avight! may such be ad- 
ded unto us as shall be saved! 


Otone day he says— 
I have been all this morning eagaged 
ip speaking to people who cume o me 
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onihe state of their minds. All the par- 
ticulars would fili many sheets. I am 
stil! full of doubts and fears concerning 
the number who make a profession of 
Christianity, it is so great, 

Of some of these Candidates he write 

They express much joy; viewing 
what great things the Lord had done tor 
them, in bringing them away from their 
owncountry. Had they never been sold 
as slaves. they would never have heard 
of Salvation’ ‘Thev praised Ged tor 
having been sold as slaves! 

‘The power ot the Word of God is strikingly 
displayed in the following cases of some Fe- 
male Communicants, all of whom, except one, 
are of the Ebo Nation, which is the mos! sav- 
age of the tribes that arrive in the Slave Ves- 
sels: 

E. H. “My heart trouble me too 
much. Sometimes me heart so hard, 
that it will net let me pray. [hope the 
Lord Jesus Christ will teach me, more 
and more, to love him, and to serve him. 
I, poor guilty sinner, thank God for send 
Jesus Christ to save poor sinners.” 

M. A. “My heart remember, this 
time, all them bad thing me do before. 
Me bad too much. Me heart trouble 
me too much. Me pray Jesus Christ 
have mercy upon me ;.oor sinner! make 
me to love you more, more, more !”—TI 
asked, “ Do you understand this time 
when I talk God-palaver ?” [that is re- 
specting Religion |—she said, * Yes ' me 
understand this time: first time me hear, 
when you talk, Massa, sometimes me a- 
fraid too much: me afraid me no love 
Jesus Christ.” 

M. M. “ Wicked thing trouble me 
too much. Me want to do good, but me 
wicked heart can’t let me. Me heart 
run away all this week—run all about.” 

—*‘* What do you mean, Mary, when you 
say your heart runall about ?” Suppose 
me pray, my heart run to my country— 
to Sierra Leone—allabout. Sometimes 
them things me ne want to remember, 
come in my heart; and then me can’t 
say no more, but, ‘ Jesus Christ have 
mercy upon me, poor thing!” Ino sabby 
what we must do. 1 hope Jesus Christ 
will save me. Suppose ie no save me, 
me sabby lost for ever. Sometimes you 


preach, Massa—me think you only talk 


tome: me say in my heart, ¢ That 
me been (lo that thing!’ Me fraid me ny 
love Jesus Christ yet. Me want to Joy. 
and to serve iin. too much ; but me bag 
heart! Me think sometimes me haye 
two hearts—one want do good; that 
other always want do bad. O Jesys' 
have mercy upon me, poor sinner !”’ 

J. A. * My husband trouble me to, 
much, Massa. Heno pray: he no serye 
God. Suppose me talk to him abou; 
God palaver, he take whip and flog me. 
Me have trouble too much, trouble too 
much! but the Lord Jesus Christ help 
me to take all trouble. But Massa, 
sometimes me fraid he no love me, and 
me no love him. - Oh may he teach me 
for good! Suppose, Massa, you no been 
come in this country, we all sabhy go 
fire—we be sabby nothing: [that is, we 
now know that we should have perished 
—we know nothing of ourselves.| We 
thieve—we lie—we do all that is bad. 
1 thank God for send you here, for teach 
us poor sinners !” 

M. C. “My heart too wicked. Me 
caut love Jesus Christ. Me want to 
love him, but my wicked heart won’t 
kt me. When I pray, my heart tell me, 
‘What you pray for! Jesus Christ no 
hear your prayer! You too bad!’ Me 
no love my Brethren in the Lord: me do 
not knew what to do to love them. 
Sometimes my husband tell me some- 
thing, me heart no like it—it raise up. 
May Jesus Christ give me a better heari ! 
for my heart bad past all hearts.” 

S.J]. “ Me been sick, Massa. Me 
think medie. Me traid toomuch. Me 
think meno belong to Jesus Christ. Me 
want to love a.d serve him too much ; 
because he die for me, poor siuner. Me 
heart love this world too much. Me 
pray that Christ may teach me more and 
more, to love and serve him.” 


( To be concluded. ) 





NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENER- 
AL ASSEMBLY, &c. 

(Concluded from page 26) 


We now turn toa subject which a- 
wakes the liveliest emotion in every 


christian bosom, the subjece of reb- 

































$20. | Narrative of the State of Religion, §c. 4} 


gious revivals, Ifreligion be, as it doubt- 
less is, the highest interest and best hap- 
piness of man, the extension of its influ- 
ence and the augmentation of its power, 
must constitute the most invaluable of all 
human blessings. ‘The enemy of genu- 
ine revivals of religion cannot be the 
friend of man, and has little reason to ac- 
count himself the child of God. It is 
with gratitude and heart-felt joy, the As- 
sembly are enabled to declare that on 
this subject the past has been a year of 
signal and almost uaprecedented mercy. 

Su exteusive indeed, is the general reli- 
gion, and su moultiplie d the peculiar spots 
in it, which have felt this blessing that 
we are at a loss to particularize. Be- 

tween meenely and eighty churches are 
mentioned individually in the reports of 
their respective Presbytcries as having 
been visited with special seasons of re- 
jreshing from the presence of God. ‘The 
most copious of these efiusions of the Spi- 
rit have been experienced withiy the 
bounds of the Presbyteries of Onondaga, 
Oneida, Otsego, Albany, North River, 
Hudson, Jersey and Grand River. Of the 
congregations within these portions of 
the Church those which appear to have 
been the most eminently blessed are 
those of Homer and Smithfield in the 
Presbytery of Onondaga : Geneva in the 
Presbytery of Geneva; Utica, Whites- 
boro, New Hartford and C ‘linton i in the 
Presbytery of Oneida; Cooperstown, 
Sherburne, and Pleasant V alley in the 
Presbytery of Otsego; Stillwater, Malta, 
Ballston, Galway, Schenectady and 
Amsterdam, in that of Albany; Pleas- 
ant Valley and Ma:lborough, in the Pres- 
bytery of North River ; Hopewell i in the 
Presbytery of Hudson; Elizabethtown 
in Jersey Presbytery ; ‘ead Jamestown 
and Ellicott in the Presbytery of Erie. 

While in the Presbytery of Grand River 
no less than fifteen contiguous towns 

have felt these quickening visitations of 
the Spirit of God. In some of the con- 

gregations enumerated above one hun- 

dred members have been added at a sin- 

gle communion. 

The general characteristics which 
seem to have marked these revivals of 
religion, are a deep and solemn stillness 
~pungent and humbling conviction of 


sin—an insatiable thirst for social reli- 
gious exercise—a spirit of importunate 
aud persevering pruyer—an ardent con- 
cern for the wellare of others—and a 
general zeal for the cause of truth and 
the interests of religion. ‘The blessing 
has fallen on persons of all ages and of 
all conditions ; nor has it been confined 
to those of any one religious denomina- 
tion. ‘The advocates of error, as well 
as the slaves of vice, have felt its power 
and demonstrated its eflects; the Uni- 
versalist has abandoned his falacious 
dependance ; the Socinian has owned 
the divinity of Jesus; the Deist has bow- 
ed to the inspiration of the Bible; and 
even the avowed and hardened atheist 
has followed before the throne of God. 
Srifes and animosities have suddenly 
disappeared: Drunkards and gamblers 
have been effectually reformed ; and 
many of the abandoned and profane con- 
verted into blessings and ornaments of 
society. ‘These _ glorious displays of 
grace and power have for the most part 
had this general impress of Jehovah’s: 
work, that their beginnings have beet 
small and seemingly insignificant. An 
obscure prayer-meeting, thinly attended 
by some of the humblest and poorest of 
the Lord’s people, or a smail and forgot- 
ten country school, has often been chosen 
ae the theatre on which the operations of 
his Spirit have been first perceived : 
while, in other cases, the meeting of par- 
ents with their baptised children, has 
been honoured of God for the pouring 
out of his richest blessing upon both. In 
some of the Churches days of fasting 
and prayer have been observed for the 
express pur pose of se eking a revival ; and 
in many instances such seasons of ardent 
and united supplications have at length 
received an evident answer from on high. 
The spirit of active and inventive be- 
nevelence, a benevolence which seems 
to seek and to watch for new forms of hu- 
man want of suffering only that it may 
meet them with new forms of pity and of 
aid, continues to mark the period in 
which we live, and, notwithstanding the 
pressure of the times, in a very honoura- 
ble degree to characterize our beloved 
and happy land. Female hearts and 
hands take, as heretofore, a prominent 
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-share in albihese works of love. So 
many indeed are the associations through- 
out our country for humane aud pivus 
purposes of eveyy form, that charicy, 
where it has but a solitary offering, is al- 
most bewildered in its choice. Among 
the institutions of this kind to which the 
past year has given birth the assembly 
notice with pleasure the establishment of 
a school lately formed in Ppiiadelphia 
and which is now tiie third ii our coun- 
try, for the education of the Deaf and 
Dumb. 

‘Vhe Bible cause is flourishing. ‘The 
late annual meeiing of the American Di- 
ble Society presented a report which is 
calculated to gladden the heart of every 
heliever. That noble institution con- 
tinues increasingly to unite the aflections 
and concentrate the efforts of christians 
of every name, and to evince the sume 
spirit of enlarged philanthropy and of 
vigorous enterprise which so gloriously 
distinguish the parent society in Britain. 
May its means become as great as its 
vians are extensive and its eflorts like 
its wishes know no bound but the limits 
of the world. 

From communications made by dele- 
gates from the General Asseciatious of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and New 
Jiampshire, and the general Convention 
- of Vermont. the Assembly are happy to 
earn that the Redeemer’s cause contin- 
nes to flourish among our eastern breth- 
_ren. Many of the Churches in their 
respective connexions have been visited 
witit the special influences of the Holy 
Spirit. ‘Lhe ‘Theological Seminary ai 
Andover is represented as in a flourish- 
ing condition, and the spirit of christian 
. benevolence as increasing. 

In tlosing this report the Assembly 
congratulate the Churches on the increas- 
ing proofs of the divine goodness which 
have been experienced througu the last 
year; they are not indeed without many 
reasons for humiliation, especially in the 
prevalence of intemperance in some of 
the districts of our country and the pre- 
valence of lukewarmness in others ; but 
though human sintulness be but too con- 
spicuous, divine mercy is paramount 
throughout the scene. Yet, while they 
‘manot but turn an eye of serene satisfac 
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tion cn the growing strength and spiritu- 
al prosperity of that religious society 
over which they preside, they earnesily 
deprecate that strength should tempt us 
to presumption, or prosperity to pride. 
‘The extent of our communion, whiie it 
necessarily ticreases our influence as a 
body, exposes us to many ceuntervailing 
evils. if the demon of party shoul 
ever haunt our councils ; if sectional jeal- 
ousies should hereafter arise to divide 
our strength; if, in wordy contest about 
What the gospel is, we should forget the 
charity and lose the influence of the gos- 
pel itself; or. if, in seeking charity we 
sacrifice trath ;—this church, great, and 
wide and flourishing as it is, may, be- 
come a great and a wide desolation, a 
spiritual ruin; wasted by error and dela- 
pidated by decay, our children may haye 
to lift up their hands over its departed 
glory and exclaim, “ Alas, that great 
city!” ‘That this melancholy fate (a fate 
which has already passed on many a 
Church as confident of perpetuity-as we 
can be) shall never be the let of the Pres- 
byterian Church in these Uniied States, 
the Assembly confidently hope; but 
their hope rests not on man bat on God. 
‘Lhe period of the world, the voice of 
prophecy, the aspects of providence, the 
relative situation of our. country, ail seem 
- unitedly to point to a luture glory of Zion 
upon our shores ; yet in the soul cheer- 
ing prospect, let us not forget preseit 
duty, nor lose sight of our absolute de- 
pendance upon God; but with meek 
hope and chastened joy, let us watch, let 
us labour, but abeve all let us pray. 
Published by order of the General As- 
sembly, 
Attest, 
.WittrAM NELL, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1820. 


From the Religious Remembrancer. __. 
HUMILIATION, THANKSGIVING AND 
PRAYER 
The General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, to the Churches under 

their care. 


Whereas it is the duty of all men to 
acknowledge God in all the dlspensa- 
tions of his providence, and it is pecul- 
jarly iacumbent on Christians to observe 
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the ways of divine goodness, and the 
dealings of God tohis Church: Whereas, 
in the present mixed state of things, 
wherein mercies and judgments are mys- 
jeriously mingled in the admiuistrations 
of Providence, there is in most af- 
fictive circumstances, much cause for 
thanksgiving and praise; and in the 
highest prosperity much reason for hu- 
wiliation and mouring: And, Hhercas, 
in the present day there are many re- 
markable traits in the character of Di- 
vine Providence calling for particular ob- 
servation, and many events inthe Church 
that may well engage the most serious 
attention of every Christian; epecially 
as it has pleased Gad to visit our country 
with great and unexampled pecuniary 
embarrassments, deeply affecting the 
condition of all classes of persons, and 
the interests of the various institutions of 
pions henevolence among us ; and at the 
same time to fill our land with abund- 
ance of food for man and beast ; as it has 
also pleased him to pour out his Holy 
Spirit on many parts of Zion, and to 
cause, as we hope, a great ingathering of 
souls, and yet to leave many parts unvis- 
ited, to allow divisions and jealousies still 
to prevail among the professed disciples 
of the Lord :-— 

Therefore it is recommended to all 
the Churches under our care, to set a- 
part the last Thursday in’ August next, 
as a Cay of Humiliation, Thanksgi wing 
and Prayer, particularly to observe the 
ways of Providence and the dispensations 
of grace, to abstain from all unnecessary 
Jabour and worldly care on that day, to 
assemble in their places of worship, and 
with united heart and voice to render 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
blessings of bis proyidence, and for the 
effusions of his Holy Spirit. And also, 
1o humble themselves before him for their 
sins, to beseech him to overrule the dis- 
pensation of his Providence for his own 
glory, the good of the Church, and the 
prosperity of our Common country ; and 
to plead with him that he may visit his 
Ciurch in the fulness of his mercy, may 
heal all divisions, remove every cause of 
ofience, banish all error, and so give efli- 
cacy to the word of truth, that every 
Where Christiaus may be edified and 
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strengthened, may walk together in love, 
and in all things adorn the doctrine of 
our Saviour ; and tat those who are 
afar off may be brouglit nigh by the blood 
of Christ, and the whole earth be filled 
with the knowledge of God. 

Signed by order of the General As- 
sembly, 

Joun M‘Dowe tt, Moderator. 
Philadetphia, June 1, 1820. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
From the Providence litelligencer. 

Mr. KnowLes—It becomes my duty 
to give you a description although an 
imperfect one, of the glorious work of 
our God and Saviour, which he has lately 
been carrying on in this place. We 
would previously observe, that religion 
had been in a lamentable low state for a 
considerable time. Ilniquity abounded, 
and the love of God’s children waxed 
cold. Yet there were many of the chil- 
dren of God who, were crying to the 
Great Head of the Church jor a revival 
of his work; and many who have been ; 
the subjects of this good work, now dé~ 
clare, that their minds were called up for 
some months previous, toa consideration 
of the things that related to their eternal 
peace. 

About the 20th of February last, the 
good work began to make its appearance 
without any apparent or visible cause, 
A gracious cloud seemed to overshadow 
us, and Divine influence began to come 
duwn like rain upon the mown grass ; 
as showers that water the earth. Now 
the children of God, of all denomina- 
tions, began to arouse from their lethar- 
gy, to make confessions of their back- 
slidings 10 one ancther, and to the world; 
and now their tongues were unloosed tu 
proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to warn sinners to flee from the 
wrath to come; and to invite and intreat 
them io lay down the weapons of their 
rebellion, and turn to the Lord and seek 
the salvation of their souls. Now truly 
was the day of God’s power. Behold 
the places of worship crowded with anx- 
jous aud enquiring minds. ‘Then were 


heard the cries, Men and Brethren what 
shall we do? God be merciful to we @ 
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sinner! Many who went to scoff, re- 
turned praying to the Lord for mercy. 
This was not the momentary ebullition 
of the passions, or the frenzy of disor- 
dered brains; but it was the efiect of 
the Spirit of God, reproving the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 
Their sins were set in order before 
them; they found themselves indebted 
to God ten theusand talents; and had 
nothing to pay. They felt themselves 
justly condemned’ by God’s holy law, 
and knew not how they should escape 
the punishment due to. their sins. ‘Then 
they cr.ed in good earnest to the Lord 
for mercy. Then it was that the bles- 
sed Redeemer spoke peace to their 
troubled souls; showed “good tidings 


‘to the meek; bound up “the broken 


hearted ; proclaimed ‘liberty to Satan’s 
captives : and the opening of the prisen 
unto them that were boutd” under the 
thraldom of sin; then they heard Him 


«saymg unto them, “Son or Daughter be 


+ 


‘4x0d their Redeemer ; 


of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee; go in peace, and sino more.” 
Now did theirshappy souls rejoice in 
then did they a- 


»vise and declare whit God had done for 


their souls; and invited their compan- 


tons to “turn unto the Lord, who will 


have mercy, and to our God, who will 
abundantly pardon.” Meetings for wor- 
ship were held at a number of places at 
the same time, and at almost every 
hour in the day, and sometimes till a late 
hour in the night. Such an anxiety 
rested upon the minds of the people, 
that it was found difficult to persuade 
them to retire to their homes. In the 
corners of the streets, and in the market 
place, religion was the chief subject of 
conversation. 
work been confined to those who attend- 
ed meetings; but many who had scarce 
been into a place of worship for years, 
are now among the number of those 
who meet with the people of God, to 
call on the name of the Lord. The 
subjects of this glorious work are of all 
ages, from 7 or 8 to 75 years; but for 
the most part they belong to the rising 
generation. Among those who have 

Jately obtained a hope through grace, 
ae profane swearers, drunkards, scol- 


ll 


Neither has this good ° 


fers at religion, gamblers and infidels; 
many of whom may be said to have 
been lost to themselves, to their familics, 
and to society. We now hear them de- 
clare the wonderful werks of God; and 
by their dives and conversation, they 
give good evidence that they have pas- 
sed trom death unto life. In short, 
there is almest a complete moral revo- 
lution in this town. 

A greater degree of harmony and fel- 
low ship prevails among the professors of 
religion of diiierent denominations, than 
ever before existed; and ,one aud ithe 
same theme warms every heart, and in- 
spires every tongue, even redeeming 
grace and dying love. 

‘These are solemn facts, and but.only 
a very small part of what might be said 
concerning the glorious work of the 
Lord. Eternity will be too short te 
praise Him for His wonderful works to 
the children of men. 

it is thought in a judgment of charity ; 
that not much short of FIVE HUN- 
DRED souls have been brought out of 
nature’s darkness inte God’s marvellous 
light, in this, town, since the work com- 
menced. Many persons from other 
towns, who have come here to see 
what was going on, have been converted 
to. Ged ; and have carried the sacred 
flame of reformation bome. with them ; 
and from this a glorious work has 
commenced. Ought it not to be the 
united cry of the children of God, “O 


Lord revive thy work, in the midst of 


the years, in the midst of the years make 
known, in wrath remember mercy.” 
L. 
Bristol, R. 1. May 20, 1820. 





DONATIONS TO THE FOREIGN MISSION 
SCHOOL. 


Mr Waurtinc—Having seen a commual- 


cation in your paper, trom the Rev Mr. Cene . 


of Bristol, relative to certain donations from 
the ladies and gentiemen of his society to the 


: Fereign Mission School, and fearing that the 
- communication may make an. incorrect and 





_ unfavourable impression on the public mind, 


I request you to publish the following state- 
meot of the jacts which relate to this subject. 

It bas been the uniform practice of the agents 
of the school, or their accountant, to report 
all donations of money made to them for the 
school, to the Treasurer of the American 


Board of Commissions for Foreign Missiows 


[June 
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and by him such donations have been publicly 
acknowledged among the «ther donations 
made to the Board. The donation of fiiteen 
doliars made by tlie ladies in Bristol last 
summer, Was thus reported, and has been 
thus publicly acknowledged by Mr Evarts, as 
may be seen by referring to the Missionury 
Ferald of September’ last, (page 211i) and 
also in the last annual report of the American 
Board of Commissioners of Foreiga Missions, 
(Appendix page 4,)so that the donation has 
heen acknowledged and accounted for through 
the ordinary chauael of such information 

As to the request that the acknowledgment 
might be made in the Religious Intelligencer, 
it will be obvious to every one, that it is im- 
practicable for the agents to publish separate 
lists of donations in all the publications which 
are read by the patrons of the school. Besides 
the agents of the school, acting merely as 
avents of the Board of Cemmissioners , cid 
not at the time this donation was received, 
feel themselves authorized to publish s sepa- 
rate list of donatiens, without the sanction of 
the Board ortheir Treasurer. But as requests 
of the same nature with that from Bristol 
were frequent, one of the agents went on to 
Boston last fall, to lay the subject before the 
Board. Afrangements have siuce been made 
to publish a separate list of all donations made 
(o the agents of the school, according to the 
Wishes of its patrons, aud public notice of tuis 
arrangement has been given. 

The denation of eighteen dollars from the 
gentlemen in Bristo!, has been so recently re- 
ceived, that there bas been no opportunity to 
ifake the desired acknowledgment, bat it will 
appear in due time. 

It is hoped by the agents, that this view of 
the case, will satisty their friends and patrons 
in Bristol, as well as the Christian public in 
general, that there has been no designed or 
culpable neglect in the case mentioned by Mr. 
Cone; and that donations entrusted to the 
ware of the agents fer the school, bave been 
faithfully applied to the intended object, and 
regniarly accounted for to (he Treasurer of the 
Board of Commissioners; and by him duly 
acknowledged. Yours &c. 

I. HARVEY. 
Secretary of the Agency. 
Goshen, June 8, 1820 


PLAN FOR THE PROMOTION OF RE- 
VIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Mr Wuitine,—l wish to commnnicates 
through the medium of the Religious Intelli- 
gencer, the following thonghts, to the friends 
ef God and man in the United States. 

Curistian BRETHREN, 

This land has been peculiarly blessed by 
God our Redeemer. The Church has here 
been cherished by the fostering hand of God, 
and been shielded from the persecutor’s hand 
The windews of heaven have been opened; 
and blessings the most rich have been poured 
down. God has showed himself ready to hear, 
aad biess, and save, We hds moved thehearts 
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of ns children, in some small degree, to look 
on the wide wasting ruin which spreads in the 
moral world before them A few hands have 
heen opened to relieve. A tew tears have 
been shed over the miseries which spread be- 
fore the eye. A few soldiers have enlisted, 
and a few little bands of devoted servanis 
have gone to spread the light of everlasting 
life in these regions where the darkness of 
the grave has for ages spread over the mind ef 
man, This is doing so much, that the age in 


which we live has been called “ The age of 


wonders” Itis so, indecd ; and there is rev- 
son to fear that many will perish as well ae 
wonder. The signs of the times are as por- 
tentious to the sneering infidel, as they are 
strengthening and comioriing to the bumble 
believer. But although something has been 
done; yet Zion bas not put on her most 
‘‘ beautiful garments.” She has not yet seen 
“the perfection of beanty.” Though she is 
not now as she was but a little time since, 
wholly “ Lying among the pots, to the defil- 
ing of her garments ;” yet she does not appear 
like “ The wings of a dove, eovered with sil- 
ver, and ber feathers with vellow gold’ This 
would be the “ perfection of beauty,” even the 
beauty of holiness. By the change, however, 
which is effected in “ the daughter of Zion,” 
God has given the commandment to spread 
his gospel thronghout the world. ‘Ibe word 
is thus given, and the company of those who 
publish it should Be great,” both at home and 
abroad. This is certainly an object much to 
be desired, and to accomplish which every 
power and invention of the soul should-be 
put in operation to provide the ways and 
means. Every society now in operation for 
this end should :eceive prompt eud energetic 


support: and new ones should be invented: 


and put in operation to strengthen those, and 
to propel more extensively the word of light, 
and bring greater glory to God our Saviour. 

It is the design of this communication to 
recommend the formation of a Society for the 
promotion of Rerigiovus Revivars. The 
plan, the benefits, and the certainty of success 
in such an undertaking, are the parts of this 
subject which are now before us, 

1. A few thoughts on the plan of such a so- 
ciety as is now proposed. 

It is proposed to be something after the plan 
of the American Bible Society. Let it be as 
extensive as possible. Let not the name of 
sectary be known within its precincts: But let 
its sole object be the promotion of the Re- 
deemer's glory in the salvation of sinners. Let 
there be a provision for any kind of manofac- 
tery or of produce. which can be applied to 
the cbject, to be received into its funds Let 
there be annually chosen a proper committee 
to regulate all its concerns, in the most wise 
and pradent way to attain the object in view, 
with the advice and assistance of other officers. 

To promete revivals, it is proposed to have 
Isbourers employed to go into the work and 
never ‘o have one go alone’ Let two always 
g0 in company ; and let none be sent on this 
work bet mer of the right stamp, Let them 
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ever be meu “ Fall of fait and of the Holy 
Ghost.” They must be men of talents; and 
wf the most peeoliar pradence. They must 
be willing to be in “ labours more abuudant’ 
than other men; and sometimes “in stripes 
above measure.” They must abound in prayer; 
and their conversation must be in heaven. 
They mast be “tender in address,” and have 
souls that burn for ‘be safvation of others. 
Warmed daily and hourly from the altar of 
God, let them go from house to house, com- 
fort and reprove the saints, stir thein upto 
prayer and to daty ; wara the wicked of their 
danger, and know nothing in any place, but 
the honour of Christ and the salvation of souls. 
Let them be amply supported that they waet 
nothing Let them go indiscriminately where 
there are not revivals, and labour till one com- 
mence, Which will soon be if they are kindly 
received; and then let them go to another 

fetas many be employed of this character, 
as can be obtained; for sach men will be 
more difficult to be obtained than funds for 
their support Ht is of the first importance 
that the officers be of the right kind: Men 
nequainted with, and whose hearts and souls 
xe awake to the interest of revivals, tor they 
will, doubtless, send men like themselves 

Here the question of delicacy must be laid 
aside ; and every applicant who is not quali- 
fied be promptly told that he nist come gos- 
pelly qualified ; that he must be a living rather 
than a mechanical labourer. Living and most 
active pie'y niust bere be communicated: 
But this cann>t be expected from any com 

mon phiegmatic preacher. From every quar- 
ter of the country let the-cariiest intelligence 
be given to a proper ollicer, aud let an annual 
report be made by the committee, of the 
whole proceedings and progress of the insfita- 
tion There may also be a provision in the 
plan, for legacies, life members, life directors, 
ac. if necessary. This is but barely an out- 
line of the plan which can be periected by bet- 
ter hands. 

Ii. Let us look at the benefits of such a so- 
viely 

In considering these benefits, it is taken for 
granted that the Society aill be suecessful in 
its operations, and answer the most sanguiee 
expectations of its friends Admitting this 
iact, the benefits will then be, 

1 A great increase ol the friends of religion, 
anandant accession to the churches, and an 
increase of the worshippers in the world of 
glory. 

If heaven is to be replenished with redeem- 
ed sinners, they are to be brought to that bliss 
by those means which God has apppinted for 
that purpose. [tis here assumed as a fact that 
the plan here proposed is one that embraces, 
in a peculiar sense, the means thus appointed 
If then, on the use of these means, in the 
manner proposed, the Spirit be given aud the 
hearts of many turned to the Lord, the church- 
es will be enlarged, and the friends of religion 
will be multiplied 

2. It will serve greatly to angment the 
flunds of every other religious institution. 
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It is principally from the iviends of religion 
that the Bible Society, tie Missionary Socie. 
lies. the Kducatiou Societies, Pract Societies, 
and Sabbath schools receive their support, 
It is then alunost superfluous to say that an in- 
crease Of these friends, will proportionally in- 
crease their means of doing good. ‘This has 
been exemplified by tact ‘The recent revi- 
vals in our count:y, lave given a new enerzy 
to ail these institutions by muliuptying their 
friends aud consequently their ineans Now 
let these revivals acd these triends be mulii. 
plied tertold. and the effect would be aston- 
ishing to every beholder; by the means which 
they would put into the hands of these sovie- 
ties. They would soon be able to supply all 
the destitute with the Bible, aud the heathen 
With missionaries, 

3 Sucha society would be the means of 
providing the materials tu supply the heathen 
with missionaries and teachers to lead (hem 
to Christ aud to heaven 

This may be illustrated by fact, the same as 
in the instance above. It is on revivals that 
the church must depend ior ber luture supplies 
among tie heaihen 

Another tact also is equally evident; that 
in tuts way the destitute congregations in our 
own country will soon be abundantly supplied 
with able and faithtul ministers of the gospel , 
and many weak con-regations will be strength- 
ened and become abie and willing to support 
the gospel amoug themselves 

4. Another benefit of such a society will 
be, that ministers as well as private Christians 
will Jearn more of their duty on the subject 
of revivals, and be stimulateu to a more faith- 
ful discharge of that duty. _ 

Whatever may be implied in this particular, 
Which shalb seem to bear on tbe ministerial 
character; yet no more is implied than is 
most lamentably true. That many ministers 
as well as private Christians, kuow uot how to 
commence, or how to manage arevival when 
commenced, is a (act which has been acknow- 
ledged and lamented by many. They have 
desired most earnestly the means of instrac- 
tion and the benefit of exatnple, on this sub- 
ject, which they could not obtain. The ine‘ h- 
od here proposed would furnish them wiih 
both; and thus qualify many oticrs to enter 
into the labours of such a society with a zeal 
and fidelity becoming the importance of the 
subject. These benefits which are principally 
confined to this world, if there be faith in the 
plan, are suffivient to move Christian America 
te a noble effort But look on the other 
world, and they appear not only immensely 
great and glorious, but they are seen to be lite- 
rally divine 

lil Let us now see whether there be not 
evidence that success will certainly attend 
such an undertaking. 

The evidence which, on this subject, should 
carry the fuilest conviction to the mind of a 
Christian, may princi; ally be gathered from 
three sources: Appointments, Promises and 
Facis 

1. It was the appointment ef Christ, that 
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for evangelizing and reform{ng mankind, his 
minisiers should go not one alone, but two 
and two. 

It is an establi-hed principle in the Serip- 
tures, that in this work certainly, “two are 
better than one.” Eeccel.iv.9,10. We know 
of no instanee where Christ ever either sent 
one, or appointed one to be sent alone. ‘The 
twelve apostles were sent out hy two and two. 
Mark vi 7, Jesus sent also seventy other dis- 
ciples in the,same manner. Luke x.1. He 
aiso sent two of his disciples to prepare for 
him and them the Passover. Mark xiv 15 
He sent twovot them for the colt on which 
he would ride into Jern-alem. Luke xix. 29. 
According to this appointment the apostles 
eent disciples by two and two among (he Gen- 
tiles, and in this mannertheir visits were made 
among the Jews Henee we read of Paul 
and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, Paul end Tim- 
otheus: of Barnabas and Mark, Peter and 
John, and many others who were fellow- 
labourers fur the salvation of sinners. Going 
and continuing in this way, he will be with 
them always tii the worldshal! end. Depart- 
ing from this appointed way, we have de- 
parted from duty and from success This is 
not one of those things which is lett optional 
with mea, Christ understands, and has ap- 
pointed the best way to build his own king 
dom. Let us nuw, as a people, for the pro- 
motion of revivals, return to this way, and re- 
ceive bis richest blessing. 

2 In such an undertaking we may be cer- 
tain of success from the promises ot Christ. 

On the observance of the above appoint- 
ment the promise of Christ is made, «If 
two shall agree on eartl as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which isin heaven For where 
two or three are gathered together in wy name 
there am [in the midstoftbem.” Mart. xviii. 
19, 20. This promise is rich, full and une- 
quivocal Let the proposed labourers go with 
agreement, faith and prayer to their work, re- 
membering that Christ is a faithful God. Let 
thein at the same time have the unceasing 
prayers of the whole church. Acts xii 5. 
‘this appointment is doubtless recognized in 
the following promises. “ All things whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive. Matt xxi. 22. Believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall receive them) Mark xi 24. 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye wiil andit shall be done 
to you. | have ordained that your fruit should 
remain, that whatsoever ve shall ask the Fa- 
therin my name he may give it you.’ John 
xv. 7, 16. Now to abide in the words of Christ 
and to have our fruit remain, it seems need- 
Jess almost to remark, that we should abide by 
his appointment. But in the conversion of 
sinners, generally, this appotetment has not 
been observed, and consequently the promise 
has not been verified: Let there now be a 
return from this wandering; lei a noble and 
general effort be made by the Christians of 
America on the plan proposed, and thus prove 
the taithfaluess of the Saviour, whether bis 
promises will be made goed, when bis ap- 
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pointments are observed. That heart must 
he deeply tinged with unbelief, which can 
cherish a doubt with regard to suecess in an 
undertaking resting on such promises, where 
there is Almighty aid to accomplish them. bu: 

3. Facts piove that the plan proposed, if 
prosecuied, will succeed. 

It did sueceed with the apostles, ander cir- 
cumstances infiuitely more trying and dis- 
heartening than any which can now be 
found in a Christian iand = It has sueceeded, 
with Missionaries, when the prospects were 
dark as night, and where ail others have fail- 
ed It has succeeded under our own observa- 
tion, and before our eyes, to the glory. of the 
grace of Christ. To doubt, therefore, of suc- 
cess, will be to doubt the wisdom of divine 
appointment, the faithfulness of divine prom- 
ise,and the legitimate causes vf well known 
facts. 

Let then, Christian America, unite for such 
an end; make without delay one mighty ef 
fort, to setin motion a vast machine for the 
salvation of men, which ia its effects and con- 
sequences shall run paralle! with eternity. Let 
her do it; anda multitude which no man can 
number, will cise up in the day of the Lord 
and call her blessed Let delegates be ap- 
pointed from all parts of the country ; leta 
meeting be held; a plau adopted, a society 
formed, and laborers, whose learts are on fire 
for the work, be immediately on the field 
Let the prayers of the Charch for its adoption 
and success “be unceasingly offered up. And 
the “ blessing of many ready to perish” will 
come upon us: The nations shall hear the 
fame thereof and be glad ; and in the work 
shall they glory. Come up then trom the dust, 
O thou Zion of God: Say to the dying sinner 
live ; yea, in the strength and ways of thy God, 
say uutobim, Live. Yours in the Lord. 

A Lover or Rrvivars 
OSAGE MISSION, 
From the Religious Remembrancer. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 

Vail, to a Gentleman in Philadel 

phia, dated Pitisburg, May 18, 1820. 

Very DEAR Sir,—Alter our cordial 
salutation to yourselfand beloved fami- 
ly, 1 would notice the kind hand of Proy- 
idence towards the’mission since we 
left Philadelphia. Nothing has occur- 
red to interrupt our happiness. The 
fatigues of travelling were comparatively 
light. Our accommodations as pleasant 
as could be expected, on board these 
heavy waggons. Our hearts appeared to 
be blessed with a good share of Christian 
cheerfulness, and friends were raised up 
for us along the road, where we needed 
them. We tarried the first Sabbath at 
Lancaster; the second at Bedford, 
where we received tokens of kindness. 


At Mr. K,.———’s and from others: in I.an- 
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caster, we received every favour that 
could be expected, and the donations 
irom Philadelphia and here have prob- 
ably exceeded our travelling expenses. 
We made all possible speed, and, ex- 
cept on the Lord’s day, made no tarry 
at any place, but for needful refresh- 
ment and repose. We had but two or 
ihree showers of rain, which, while they 
blessed the earth, and cheered the dili- 
geat hasbandman, were but a slight in- 
convenience to us, 

On Wednesday, of the last week, I 
was so happy as to reach this place. On 
Friday about noon, the family arrived, 
and just at evening, Mr. Chapman and 
his lady came in from Washington. 
We were all therefore in Pittsburg in 
15 days from Philadelphia, and the fam 
ily have rested on the Sabbath accord- 
ine to the commandment, which leaves 
but 13 labouring day s. I have under- 
stood by some of the family, that the 
wagvoners are now convinced, that they 
Joose nothing by suffering themselves 
and their beasts to rest. Oh that they 
could see and feel that godliness is prof- 
itable unto all things, having the pro- 
mise of the life which now is, as weil as 
of that which is to come. 

On our journey we distributed tracts 
accoraing to the views of donors. And 
I would thank you to give our aflection- 
ate regards to dear Mr. R , and tell 
him that the Testaments have been dis- 
posed of, we believe, according to his 
wishes; that they were thankfully re- 
ceived, and that a rich privilege has by 
this donation, been furnished to the mis- 
sion family, in dispensing the word to 
the destitute, on their journey to the 
heathen. 

Jn this city we have received every 
desirable mark of friendship ;—and the 
cause of the Indians is remembered here 
as well as at New-York and Philadel- 
phia. Our boats are purchased and al- 
most in complete readiness ; and three 
days of this week have been employed 
in soliciting from this city such donations 
as are needed, and the residue we shall 
now immediately purchase, and embark 
the first moment we are ready, which 
will not, probably, be ‘1 next week on 
Monday. ‘The state of the river is at 
present favourable. We wouid commit 
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our cause to Him who controu's the ele- 
ments, and who will not forsake his peo- 
ple, and go forward, 

It may not be consistent for me te 
write while here to other friends in 
your city, as our time is pressingly occu- 
pied. Yours most cordially, 


Wm. F. Van. 

It is stated in a Pittsburg paper, that 
the Mission Family on their way to the 
Osage Indians, were received by the citi- 
zens of Pittsburg ‘ with cordiality ; and 
that during their stay among them, they 
were treated with affectionate attention 
by Christian friends who rejoiced to see 
them on their way to the poor benighted 
heathen, for whom we are daily praying 
that the Lord would “ give to his Son 
the heathen for his inheritance and the 
uttermost paris of the earth for a pos- 
session. 

‘ The contributions made by the citi- 


’ gens of Pittsburg in aid of the Mission 


were very liberal. The articles contri- 
buted such as were important te the 
Missionary establishment, and a great 
preportion of them furnished by the 
manufacturers. 

The amounts collected were, 
By Rev. Joseph M‘ilroy 

— Elisha Swift 

Francis Herron 
Collection in the First Presby- 
terian Church on Sabbath night 21 30 


$20 50 
$20 00 
$48 05 


$1209 85 
‘ The Family embarked on the 24th 
of May in two keel boats, which will 
carry about 28 tons each. ‘Lheir pur- 
chases from manufacturers in this place, 
in addilion to the donations were near- 
ly $30u0, for which they furnished a 
draft on New-York. A_ respectable 
number of citizens and Christian friends 
accompanied them to their boats, where 
an appropriate hymn was sung; and «f- 
ter a short address they were by prayer 
and supplication committed to the mer- 
cy, power and grace of the Lord Jesus. 
After an affectionate farewell, they set 
out on a journey by water of 2000 
miles, to erect the standard of the Cross 
among the heathen; and will not every 
Christan say amen te such an eter- 
prise 27? 





